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Wynnesley House, near Leomlnster, "is ol
remote antiquity, having a wooden cross over the
porch, carved in old characters, with these words,
'Per signum Tau libera nos Domine'" (The Leo-
minster Guide, Leominster, 1808, p. 274). See
S. Barnabas, Epistola Calholica, § ix., crravpos iv
TQ T. W. 0. B.

The Maccabean coins show that tau was an-
ciently x. See Madden's Jewish Coinage, passim.
In Phoenician the same. Also on Assyrian lions
850 A.C. W. G.

FCNERAL CUSTOM AT BROUGHTON IN FURNESS
(6th S. i. 192).—Tais custom was not confined to any
parish, but was, I believe, pretty general in country
churches in Cumberland and Westmoreland until
a few years ago, and in some instances may not be
quite extinct where people do not readily adopt
new ways. It was understood that the observance
of forms was not to be expected of the chief
mourners, and no remark was ever made on it till
the intercourse with strangers became more general.
At a Carlisle diocesan Church conference a few
years ago a clergyman spoke of this and other
peculiar customs at funerals ; and a writer in the
Carlisle Journal, in reference to these, gives
heraldic customs as precedent, and cites Collections
of Ceremonials, with a quotation from the record
of Queen Katharine Parr's funeral, where " the
Knights and Gentlemen were to we;ir blacke
gounes with theire nodes on theyre heades," con-
cluding, " I take it that the hats on their heads
are survivals of ' theire bodes on theyre heades' ;*
and I apprehend that being hooded in church was
by no means so irreverent as now the being hatted
appears. Doubtless the being hooded arose from
the natural desire to conceal the features' during
violent grief." [See "Smelling the hat," ante,
p. 519.] M. P.

Cumberland,

" THE BOTTLE IMP " (6* S. L 333).—S. P. most
probably read the original legend of the bottle
imp in a charming collection by the late Mr.
Roscoe, entitled, if I remember rightly, Foreign
Novelists. There were the Italian, German, and
Spanish novelists. The last contained Guzman
d'Alfarache and LazariUo de Tonnes. The Bottle
Imp was either in the German or Italian trans-
lated series. I have never seen The Bottle Imp
played, but am quite familiar with its characters,
scenes, and dialogue, which were brought out in
" the thirties," as adapted to the juvenile stage.
Mr. Wood, a famous tenor, played the part of
Albert, a German student, and sang a song known
as " They mourn me dead in my father's halls,"
and 0. Smith played the demon, who was supposed
to be nightly released from his bottle to torment

* From Cumberland and Westmoreland Archrcologioal
Society's Transaction*, 1875-6.

its possessor. The scene was laid in Venice. The
story and the play vary much. In the story, the
last purchaser of the bottled demon—being bound
to keep it, sell it at a less price than be gave for
it, or at his death become the slave of the demon
whom he has bought at the low price of a farthing—
wanders about vainly seekiDg for some one to buy
the bottle at the price of a half-farthing. As there
is no such coin, the poor fellow comes to be noto-
rious as " the crazy half-farthing man." He sells
his bargain at last to a magician, whose soul is
already forfeit, and the fiend therefore gains
nothing by his speculation, on which he has wasted
many years of daily toil upon miracles to suit the
whims of successive possessors.

I have long wished to find a copy of these
Novelists, and am in great hope that the public may
yet be favoured with a reprint. EDW. DRAPER.

[They have been lately reissued by Messrs. Warne.]

It is close upon forty years since I read this
story; but, unless my memory plays me false
(which I do not believe), the title of the folio
volume containing it was The Romancist and
Novelist's Library. I shall be pleased if this clue
enables S. P. to gratify his wish.

JOHN W. BOSE.

I have a variety of characters for the toy theatre,
published by Win. West in The Bottle Imp, at
the time this play was popular. West often pub-
lished characters in a play, but no scenes. I have
no scenes in The Bottle Imp, nor have I ever seen
any, though I have a large collection.

RALI-II THOMAS.
38, Doughty Street, W.C.

[See " N. & Q.," i'h S. xii. 463.]

GIANTS (6th S. i. 337).—I well remember thn visit
of M. J. Joseph Brice, the French giant, to Boston,
some years ago; and, as I bought a Memoir, I can
give a few particulars concerning him. It says he
was born in the village of Ramonchasy, in the Vosges
mountains, and that he was called the "giant of
the Vosge3." His parents were respectable farm
people, of about the ordinary height of French
peasants. At the age of six he began to grow-
rapidly, and at thirteen was as tall as his father.
He had two brothers and two sisters, who were of
the usual size. At the age of sixteen he exhibited
himself in public, and visited the .principal towns
of France. He was well made and good looking;
his height was nearly eight feet, and he measured
four feet six inches round the chest. In the
Memoir referred to his weight is not given. The
inhabitants of Lincolnshire are generally rather
above the average size, and in Boston there are
many tall, broad-shouldered men, but they looked
very small by the side of M. J. J. Brice. The
Memoir appears to have been written by Mr.
Frank Buckland, in July, 1862. There was also


